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their right thumbs down. They then change into dry clothes.
The actual bearers of the bier, who, it will be remembered,
had to walk from the house unshod and in wet clothes because
of the holiness of the corpse, change into dry clothes directly
the pyre is lit. These, however, bathe again now with the other
mourners, and again change their clothes.
If the familjr is rich, they will perhaps arrange for a cow to
be milked over the exact spot where the body was burnt for
thirteen days.
When a ruling chief dies, his finest war horse follows in the
procession immediately in front of the bier ; when the corpse
has been burnt and the ashes collected, the horse is given
away to some Sweeper (BhangT).
Before observing what the women do whilst the body is
burning, we may perhaps pause here for a moment to
notice one or two cases in which .a corpse is not burned,
but buried.
We have already seen that a little child of under eighteen
months is not burnt but buried, and that an ascetic is buried
in an upright position, his body being surrounded with salt;
but it is not so well known that, if a leper dies, or a man
suffering from smallpox, he is not burnt, but buried with salt,
only in a recumbent posture. The writer was told that-the
diseased corpses could not be burnt for fear of infection^ and
that they were buried lying down because of their sins and
the amount of evil karma that they had accumulated.
If a man breaks caste by becoming either a Muhammadan
or a Christian, he is treated as though dead to the .family.
His senior relative places a black earthen pot on his right
shoulder, throws it to the ground, and thus breaks it, just as
we saw was done at the conclusion of the ceremony at the
burning-ground. All the relatives then bathe, to show that
the man is dead to thema and after that never mention
his name again. On. the great annual Sraddha days an
1 As a matter of fact, even the corpses of smallpox or leprous patients
are often burned nowadays, though rigorists do not approve.